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2020 - 2021 activities Overview 

BUSINESS ACTIVITIES OVERVIEW 2020 - 2021

This annual business activities overview shows key compliance and enforcement activities 
undertaken by the NSW Resources Regulator across NSW’s mining and petroleum sectors. It 
profiles regulatory activities we performed under work, health and safety and Mining Act legislation.  

Key safety activities
We are the state’s work health and safety regulator for mines and petroleum sites.

The NSW Resources Regulator regulates safety activities in the 
following industry sectors7,111 Active mines (as at 30 June 2021)

118
COAL MINES

62
LARGE MINES

metalliferous and 
large quarries

2,654
SMALL MINES

metalliferous, 
small quarries & 

other gemstones

181
PETROLEUM & 
GEOTHERMAL 

SITES
including 

exploration

3,342
OPAL MINES

820
EXPLORATION 

SITES
excluding 

petroleum and 
geothermal

Other safety 
notifications 
and requests 
for service 
received

Safety 
competence 
certificates 
granted

Safety mining 
authorisations 
applications  
granted

Safety mining 
authorisations 
applications  
NOT granted/
approved

Safety high risk 
applications
received

1,086 331 676 26 184

Safety compliance 
concern allegations 
received

222 
Safety compliance 
concern potential 
breaches alleged

216 
Safety compliance 
concern breaches 
sustained

8 

2

2

315

1,457

Non-work related deaths

Work-related deaths

Dangerous
incidents

High potential 
incidents

103

170

12

Serious 
injury or illness

Medical treatment 
injury or illness

Explosives Reg 
notifications

Safety Incident 
Notifications 

received

2,061*

* by requirement to report as notified by mines.
The actual number of incidents, injuries and illnesses recorded may differ from original incident notifications following assessment of the notified event.

https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
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3,835
Proactive

Reactive

99

DESKTOP ASSESSMENTS

1,447

SITE ASSESSMENTS

353

1,936

Safety Assessments 
conducted 1,546 2,289

1,493 WHSA s191 improvement notices

764 WHS(MPS)A s23 notices of concerns

12 WHSA s198 non-disturbance notices

186 WHSA s195 prohibition notices

Collapse of shaft collar (IIR20-07)

Causal safety investigation completed1

2,455 
Safety notices 

issued

Targeted assessment program — site assessments109
26

25

1 - Electricity (electrocution)

Fire or explosion

21

15

Inundation or inrush of any substance

12

6

Air quality/dust/other airborne contaminants

1 - Explosives

Ground or strata failure

2

Entanglement

Roads or other vehicle operating areas

Other
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1227491/IIR20-07-Wambo-fan-shaft-failure.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
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Source: Titles Administrations System (TAS) generated 30/6/2021. 
Petroleum titles excluded.

Source: Opal Claims System (OCS) generated 30/6/2021.

572
COAL

1,584
MINERALS

current small scale 
titles (as at 30/6/2021)3,337current mining 

titles (as at 30/6/2021)2,156

3,184
LIGHTNING RIDGE

153
WHITE CLIFFS

Key Mining Act activities
We conduct compliance and enforcement activities under the Mining Act, with a focus 
on mine rehabilitation.     

Mining Act 
compliance concern 
allegations received

134 
Mining Act compliance 
concern potential 
breaches alleged

326 
Mining Act  
compliance concern 
breaches sustained

287 

168

53

6 - False or misleading information

Breach of conditions

22

14

Late payments

9

8

8

Failure to comply with notices, orders, directions or undertakings

Aiding and abetting

Other

7 - Late or unsatisfactory reporting

Unauthorised activity

Mining Act compliance breaches sustained287
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Investigation Information Release published
Investigation into illegal mining (IIR20-16)1

https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1272380/IIR20-16-Investigation-into-illegal-mining-at-Sapphire.pdf
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109 - mining

170 - exploration

3 - by Minister 
(Appeal) s.261BE 
Mining Act 1992

SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 
REVIEWS

282  Mine rehabilitation 
security deposit 
reviews conducted

Mining Act requests 
for service
actioned

3,541

1,068
Proactive

Reactive

Mining Act assessments 
conducted

5  Mining Act s240A prohibition notices

32  Mining Act s240 notices of directions

37
Mining Act 

notices 
issued

56

DESKTOP ASSESSMENTS

681

SITE ASSESSMENTS

116

215

737 331

Rehabilitation of 
Western Emplacement 
Area at Ravensworth 
Operations
(RIR21-02)

Horsley Park Quarry 
rehabilitation
(RIR20-06)

Rehabilitation Information Releases published3
Catherine Hill Bay coal 
preparation plant and 
coal bin rehabilitation 
achieves residen-
tial, recreational and 
open space land uses 
(RIR21-01)
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1321458/RIR21-02-Rehabilitation-of-Western-Emplacement-Area-at-Ravensworth-Operations.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1240740/RIR20-06-Horsley-Park-Quarry.pdf
http://RIR21-01https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1317895/RIR21-01-Catherine-Hill-Bay-rehabilitation-achieves-residential-recreational-and-open-space-land-uses.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
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ISSUED ISSUED

OFFICIAL
CAUTIONS

OFFICIAL
CAUTIONS

ACCEPTED ISSUED

ENFORCEABLE 
UNDERTAKINGS

PENALTY 
NOTICES

2 2242 17

1ISSUED
enforceable undertakings 
accepted

enforceable undertaking 
rejected

enforceable 
undertakings 
notice of variations 
accepted

enforceable 
undertakings 
finalised

cancellation
of title

prosecutions commenced

prosecutions finalised

6

2

1
2

2

Our enforcement actions 

SAFETY MINING ACT

5

prosecutions commenced

prosecutions finalised

2
2

Engaging with industry

Safety alerts and 
bulletins

Investigation 
reports

Information 
releases

Technical reference 
guides published

14 9 17 4
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
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You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you 
attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication 
(other than at cost); include the publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication 
on a website. You may freely link to the publication on a departmental website.

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (August 
2021) and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), the author and the 
publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or correctness of any information 
included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should make their own inquiries and rely on their 
own advice when making decisions related to material contained in this publication.
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For further information regarding these activities please refer to Monthly business activities 
report June 2021.

conducted

workshops and education 
sessions

371
1

MAJOR EVENT

558
INDUSTRY 

ATTENDEES

124.6k
VIEWS OF OUR 
EDUCATIONAL 

VIDEOS

4,800
HOURS OF WATCH 

TIME

8.3% 
SUBSCRIBER 

GROWTH ACROSS 
OUR THREE 
EXTERNAL 

NEWSLETTERS

37.5% 
AVERAGE OPEN 

RATE ACROSS ALL 
NEWSLETTERS 

(GOV AVG 28%, ALL 
INDUSTRY AVG 21%)

Engaging with industry
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1325752/DOC21-615854-1-Attachment-1-June-2021-Monthly-Business-Activities-Report_F.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1325752/DOC21-615854-1-Attachment-1-June-2021-Monthly-Business-Activities-Report_F.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/



