
The periodic table of mobile phones
Exploration and mining play a 
significant role in our daily lives. 
For example, the average mobile 
phone contains over 25 metals 
sourced from mineral deposits. 
The map shows where some of 
these metals are mined in NSW 
and where possible new sources 
may be found.
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See phone parts section to identify which specific platinum group elements and 
rare earth elements are used in mobile phones.
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New England Orogen
Best known for gold, antimony and 
tin deposits with opportunities for 
silver, lead, zinc, cobalt, scandium, 
rare earth elements and lithium.

Lachlan Orogen
Host to world-class gold and copper 
mines with opportunities for 
zirconium, rare earth elements, 
nickel, cobalt and scandium deposits.

Curnamona Province
A world-class silver–lead–zinc 
region with opportunities for 
lithium, cobalt, rare earth elements 
and platinum group elements.

Murray Basin
A world-class heavy mineral sands 
region containing ilmenite, 
leucoxene, rutile and zircon 
minerals, which produce titanium 
and zirconium.

Prospective areas

Copper

Gold

Lead & zinc

Silver

Titanium & zirconium
(from heavy mineral sands)

Operating mines

Copper

Gold

Area shaded is based on quantity
of current resources and/or
historical producton

Platinum group elements
May contain ruthenium, rhodium, palladium, osmium, iridium, and/or platinum

Rare earth elements
May contain lanthanum, cerium, praseodymium, neodymium, promethium, samarium, europium, 
gadolinium, terbium, dysprosium, holmium, erbium, thulium, ytterbium, lutetium, scandium and/or yttrium
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The periodic table of elements
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Circuit board
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