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0 fatal injuries
Decrease from 2 in 2020–21

88 serious injuries
Decrease from 117 in 2020–21

Overall increases were observed in serious injuries to hands, 
fingers and wrists due to falls, trips and slips. Refer to the main 
report for a detailed analysis of serious injuries and illnesses 
including bodily location from 2012–13 and nature, mechanism 
and employment type from 2019–20.

Fatal and serious injuries

Fatal and serious injuries snapshot

Trunk or chest 14%

Upper limbs 7%

Wrist 7%
Hand or fingers 43%

Lower limbs 9%

Ankle 7%

Represents 86% of the total

Mechanism

Being hit by moving objects 57%

Falls, trips and slips of a person 32%

Represents 89% of the total

Nature of injury

Fractures 59%

Wounds, lacerations, amputations  
and internal organ damage 33%

Represents 92% of the total

Fatal and serious injuries by sector

Coal  
mines 50

Metalliferous  
mines 29

Extractives  
mines 9

216 lost time injuries
Decrease from 290 in 2020–21

756 total recordable 
injuries

Decrease from 870 in 2020–21

= 2 fatal injuries

= 2 serious injuries
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SIFR

Five-year average serious injury frequency rate

Coal mines Metalliferous mines Extractives mines
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Five year average serious injury frequency rate

LTIFR

Five-year average lost time injury frequency rate
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Five year average lost time injury frequency rate

TRIFR

Five-year average total recordable injury frequency rate
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Five year average total recordable injury frequency rate

Coal mines Metalliferous mines Extractives mines

INFR

Annual incident notification frequency rate
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Annual Incident notification frequency rate

1,880 incidents
Decrease from 2,054 in 2020–21

Workplace death or serious injury/illness

Dangerous incident

Potentially dangerous incident

Other high potential incident

Lost time/restricted duty injury/illness

Medical treatment injury/illness

Other incident notification

Incident notification profile 2021–22

Coal mines
Surface

Coal mines
Underground

Metalliferous
mines Surface

Metalliferous
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Extractives
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Extractives
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Underground

Exploration (excl
Petroleum and

Geothermal
sites) Surface

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

100%
(2)

43%
(375)

19%
(106)

23%
(129)

39%
(221)

34%
(82) 50%

(1)

50%
(1)

50%
(3)

25%
(31)

24%
(211)

29%
(36)22%

(13)

14%
(119)

18%
(11)

18%
(11)

15%
(9)

14%
(34)

19%
(46) 19%

(23)

16%
(39)

17%
(1)

17%
(1)

17%
(1)

17%
(10)

11%
(14)

Workplace death or Serious injury/illness
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Medical treatment injury/illness
Other incident notification



4Mine safety performance overview 2021–22

1,548 notices issued
Decrease from 2,455 in 2020–21

Notices issued by sector

Metalliferous mines 332 Coal mines 456

Opal mines 77

Petroleum and
geothermal sites 1

Exploration sites 5
Non-mines 13

Extractives mines 664

Notices issued by type

Improvement notices (s191) 862
42% decrease from 
1,493 in 2020–21

Notices of concern (s23) 560 27% decrease from 764 in 2020–21

Prohibition notices (s195) 118 37% decrease from 186 in 2020–21

Non-disturbance notices (s198) 8 33% decrease from 12 in 2020–21

63.0m hours worked
Decrease from 65.1m in 2020–21

Coal mines

44.0m
hours worked

Metalliferous  
mines

14.8m
hours worked

Extractives  
mines

4.2m
hours worked

Employees

35.9m
hours worked

Other (incl 
contractors)

27.1m
hours worked

Further information
This overview was first published in January 2023 with data current at November 2022.

To read the full Mine safety performance report 2021–22 and other safety publications, visit our website.

https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-01/mine_safety_perf_report_2021-22.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/safety/safety-resources/safety-performance-measures
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© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2023. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise freely deal with this 
publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you must obtain permission if you wish to charge 
others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or 
republish the publication on a website. You may freely link to the publication on a departmental website.

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (November 2022) 
and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), the author and the publisher take no 
responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or correctness of any information included in the document 
(including material provided by third parties). Readers should make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related 
to material contained in this publication.


