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The Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022, which came into effect
last year, has marked a significant milestone in ensuring the safety and compliance of small mines.

The regulatory implementation project, spearheaded by the NSW Resources Regulator, within the
Department of Regional NSW, aimed to assess the compliance of small mines with this new
legislation as highlighted in the 2023 Annual Compliance Priorities.

The Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022 introduced several new
guidelines and requirements to enhance safety standards in the mining industry. The primary
objective of this project was to ensure that mine operators were fully aware of these changes and
were taking the appropriate measures to comply with the law.

NSW Resources Regulator Executive Director Peter Day says this legislation is a significant step
towards ensuring the safety of workers.

"Safety on mine sites isn't just the law; it's the foundation upon which our industry stands. We owe it
to our workers to provide them with a secure and healthy work environment,"” Mr Day said.

The Resources Regulator completed a thorough compliance program, targeting small above ground
mines (Tier 2A), to assess how operators are implementing the regulation changes.

Of the 44 mines the Resources Regulator inspected, 30 of them were issued 34 notices including
eight improvement notices and 26 notices of concern, relating to compliance with new legislation
including:

e Updating safety management plans
e Communicating changes to mine workers

¢ Notification of high-risk activities



e Updating statutory functions
e Updating dust limitations and monitoring requirements
e Updating emergency management plans.

Mr Day said mine operators must conduct regular reviews of their systems to ensure that

compliance is being met consistently.

“Diligence is key to keeping our mine workers safe and it's the responsibility of the operator to meet
their obligations under the Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022,”
Mr Day said.

The Resources Regulator remains dedicated to ensuring the highest standards of safety and

compliance in the mining industry in NSW.
The full report can be accessed here.
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/compliance-priority-report-legislation-metex.pdf

