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This incident summary provides information on reportable incidents and safety advice for the NSW 
mining industry. To report an incident to the NSW Resources Regulator: phone 1300 814 609  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

At a glance 

High level summary of emerging trends and our recommendations to operators. 

Type   Number 

Reportable incident total 37 

Summarised incident total 2 

Summarised incidents 

Incident type Summary Comments to industry 

Dangerous incident 

IncNot0045758 

Open cut coal 

Roads or other vehicle 
operating areas 

 

A haul truck was loaded by an excavator and 
kicked out. The truck driver did not hear the horn. 
Before the truck drove away the excavator 
started to reposition. In the process, the 
excavator counterweight hit the dovetail of the 
tray. No workers were injured. 

 

Excavator operators must remain 
situationally aware and ensure 
that loaded trucks have left the 
swing radius of the excavator 
before manoeuvring for the next 
load.  

Visual confirmation of truck 
departure should be established 
instead of relying on soft controls 
such as lights and horns and 
assuming the truck has moved 
away. 

http://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
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Incident type Summary Comments to industry 

 

Dangerous incident 

IncNot0045793 

Open cut coal 

Roads or other vehicle 
operating areas 

 

A dozer was hit by an excavator bucket while the 
excavator was slewing for a bucket of coal. The 
dozer was too close to the swing radius of the 
excavator and when activating the steer clutch 
went the wrong way. 

 

 

Dozer drivers should maintain a 
sufficient buffer between their 
machine and the swing radius of 
an operating excavator.  

Clear and specific procedures 
must be in place for when dozers 
are cleaning up within the swing 
radius.  

Dozers should not try to work 
close to the edge of the swing 
radius and should at all times 
remain aware of the demarcation 
area. 

Other Resources Regulator publications 

• Safety Bulletin SB23-09 Incidents show poor response to tyre fires on heavy earth moving machinery 

Note: While the majority of incidents are reported and recorded within a week of the event, some are notified outside this 
time period. The incidents in this report therefore have not necessarily occurred in a one-week period. All newly recorded 
incidents, whatever the incident date, are reviewed by the Chief Inspector and senior staff each week. For more 
comprehensive statistical data refer to our annual performance measures reports. 

© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2023. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise freely deal with this 
publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you must obtain permission if you wish to 
charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the 
publication; or republish the publication on a website. You may freely link to the publication on a departmental website. 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (November 2023) 
and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), the author and the publisher take 
no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or correctness of any information included in the 
document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when 
making decisions related to material contained in this publication. 
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-11/safety-bulletin-sb23-09-incidents-show-poor-response-to-tyre-fires-on-heavy-earth-moving-machinery.pdf
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